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Collaborative official side events for TICADS8

In August 2022, the Sasakawa Africa Association (SAA) organized two side-events at the Eighth Tokyo International
Conference on African Development (TICAD8) under the themes: “Healthy soils for food security in Africa”, and

“Multidimensional digitally-enabled agricultural extension in Africa”.
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Healthy soils for food security in Africa

Potential of Regenerative Agriculture

Event overview and objectives

This event was held on August 5, 2022, in
collaboration with the Japan International
Research Centre for Agricultural Sciences
(JIRCAS). 330 people attended the ses-
sion which was a platform for research and
development communities to exchange
their experiences and insights on regen-
erative agriculture (RA). The event focused
on the technology portfolio and extension
approaches suited to advance RA uptake
by smallholder farmers in Africa. The event
aimed to raise awareness on the critical
importance of healthy soils for improving
productivity and mitigating climate change.

Field reports

Dr. Fentahun Mengistu, SAA Ethiopia’s
Country Director, and Dr. Kofi Boa the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Ghana-based Cen-
ter for No-Till Agriculture, shared their field
experience on regenerative agriculture. Dr.
Fentahun recognized that Ethiopia was
abound with opportunities for agricultural
leadership and biodiversity conservation,
however noted that the progress has for
a long time been hampered by land deg-
radation, soil related problems, biotic and
abiotic factors, poor farming practices, and
socio-economic difficulties. He went on to
showcase the opportunities for transfor-
mation linked to the design of a unique
RA strategy tailored for Ethiopia and Afri-
ca, which he said would not be primarily
focused on the reduction of greenhouse

gas emissions, but rather reduce environ-
mental degradation, achieve resource use
efficiency, increase productivity and reduce
agriculture’s environmental footprint.

Dr. Boa’s presentation focused on local
solutions for advancing conservation ag-
riculture, through no-tillage and minimum
tillage farming. Some of the strategies
that Dr. Boa and his team have seen to
yield great results, include the promotion
of crop cover at the right densities, the
use of mulch at the time of planting, the
dissuasion of farmers from burning crop
remnants, crop diversification (intercrop-
ping and crop rotation), alley cropping, re-
tention of dispersed trees, furrow systems
and contour planning. He further provided
a three-phase strategy for RA adoption
that starts with building the acceptance
of farmers on the concept of conservation
agriculture before moving on to provide ev-
idence of success, and finally, giving them
hands-on practical training.

Key takeaway

The event confirmed that SAA's promotion
of regenerative agriculture is important for
increasing soil fertility and restoring de-
graded land. SAA will continue working
with its different partners in promoting re-
generative agriculture as a key component
of food security and in driving Africa’s lead-
ership in sustainable development and the
fight against climate change.

Full recording of
the presentations
can be found by
scanning the QR
code above.
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“.\Multidimensional digitally-enabled
agricultural extension in Africa

' Event overview and objectives

. This event was held on August 26, 2022 in partnership
.~ with the International Food Policy Research Institute
A (IFPRI) and the African Forum for Agricultural Adviso-

Xy Services (AFAAS). African smallholders face many
?ISKS in the face of climate change and other shocks.
5 "»Digital tools are particularly important for extension, for
decision-making and to connect diverse actors and fa-
cllitate access to input/output markets, improved tech-
nologies, information, finance, and private sector ser-
vice provision. Thus, strengthening multidimensional
and digitally-enabled agricultural extension will support
resilience of smallholder farmers in Africa. The sympo-
- sium highlighted trends, good practices, recommen-
- dations and rose awareness for the importance of dig-

~ Dr. David Laborde, Senior Research Fellow at IFPRI,

. presented his latest analysis on critical food and the

impact of fertilizer price increase on smallholder farm-

rs in Africa. He found sub-Saharan Africa relies heav-

\ on imports for the majority of its fertilizers, however

1+ "high prices directly threaten food security in the region.

-urther, highlighted the importance of building effec-

tive extension services which deliver knowledge and

skills on the efficient use of fertilizer, alternative farming

‘ methods and timely market information for smallholder
\ | farmers.

Dr. Kristin Davis, also a Senior Research Fellow at IF-
PRI, illustrated the approaches to pluralize and digitize
agricultural extension services. She noted that govern-
ing structures, funding, organization and management,
and clientele engagement effects the performance
of agricultural extension services. Further, in order to
increase investments in agriculture, governments and
‘development partners need to cooperate more.

y AAs Strategic Partnership Director, Dr. Mel Oluoch,
spoke of SAAs experience in the digitalization of agri-
ultural extension in Africa. He cited the mainstreaming
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Hon. Prof. Ruth Oniang’o, Chair, SAA
Dr. Beth Dunford

Vice President for Agriculture,
Social and Human Capital,
African Development Bank.

Dr. Dunford said “Climate change, Covid-19
and Russia’s war in Ukraine, have had a neg-
ative impact on Africa’s development. In the
face of these enormous challenges, Africa
must improve vyields, increase production
efficiency, add value whilst keeping costs
under control, and improve transparency
and sustainability. Multidimensional and dig-
itally enabled agriculture extension services
achieve just that.” To fast-track the uptake
of digital agriculture technologies, financial
inclusion and digital extension tools will sup-
port African farmers.

Dr. Johan Swinnen, Director General, IFPRI
Dr. Silim Nahdy, Executive Director, AFAAS

Mr. Yohei Sasakawa, Chairman, The Nippon

Foundation

Dr. David Laborde Debucquet, Senior Research

Fellow, IFPRI

Dr. Kristin Davis, Senior Research Fellow, IFPRI
Mr. Joseph Bbemba, Deputy Country Director,

SAA-Uganda

Dr. Bernard Vanlauwe, Director R4D, Central

Africa and Natural Resource Management,

International Institute for Tropical Agriculture (IITA) .
Dr. Mel Oluoch, Strategic Partnership Director,

SAA

Mr. Max Olupot, Director for Programmes,
AFAAS

Accelerating agricultural transformation in the face of global crises

critical for bridging the extension worker to farmer ratio.
Dr. Olouch noted: 1) Digital platforms can help reduce
the cost of extension at farm level, and 2) Strengthen-
ing of e-Extension and e-Learning promotes access to
agricultural extension for effective service delivery.

Dr. Bernard Vanalauwe, the Director of Research for
Development at the Central Africa and Natural Re-
source Management of the International Institute for
Tropical Agriculture (IITA), showcased the impact of
his organization’s partnership with SAA in the devel-
opment of locally-relevant innovations. He focused on
Akilimo, an app that employs state-of-the-art analytics
to provide site-specific recommendations optimizing
productivity and profits for cassava growers in Nige-
ria. Over 10,000 smallholder cassava growers, 47% of
whom are women, have registered.

Mr. Joseph Bbemba, the SAA-Uganda’'s Deputy
Country Director, showcased the One Stop Center
Association (OSCA) model in digitally-enabled farm-
er-to-farmer service provision. He particularly focused
on the use of the EzyAgric app in profiling the members
of the Zirobwe Agaliawamu Agri-business Training As-
sociation (ZAABTA), and the application of WhatsApp
in transacting business by the association’s members.

Throughout the event, speakers emphasized technol-
ogy alone is not enough. It has to be supported by
capacity-building, the involvement of different multi-di-
mensional stakeholders, including private and public
actors, farmer organizations and other stakeholders.

Key takeaway

The session highlighted the importance of digital tech-
nologies in driving the access to agricultural extension
services by Africa’s farmers — a critical element of the
SAA’s ‘walking with the farmer’ strategy. SAA will con-
tinue to strengthen its partnerships with stakeholders
along the agricultural value chain and increase the pen-
etration of multidimensional extension services down
to rural smallholder farmers to help improve adoption
of agriculture technologies.

e Prof. Tomoyuki Naito, Vice President,
Graduate School of Information Technology,
Kobe Institute of Computing

e Dr. Yvonne Pinto, Lead Specialist - Digital
Agriculture Innovation, The World Bank; and
Managing Director, Aline Impact Ltd

e Mr. Shinjiro Amameishi, Deputy Director
General, and Group Director for Agricultural
and Rural Development 2, Economic
Development Department, JICA

e Ms. Yenenesh Egu, Bezabih, Director,
Agricultural Extension Directorate, Ministry of
Agriculture Ethiopia

Ms. Charlotte Hebebrand, Director of
Communications and Public Affairs, IFPRI

e Dr. Makoto Kitanaka, President, SAA

Walking with the Farmer
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Full recording of the presentations can

be found by scanning the QR code:






